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As the flight completed its rendezvous, the Landing Signal Officer,
sta on thé LS0's platforn, observed an aircraft, trailing the flight,
to be slowly losing altitude and lying into the waiers -The LSO attempted
Tu a1l the aircraft via his radlo, but was unable io.establish centact,
and obseryed the IIzHts of the aircraft to go out at the water's level, at
a distance of 3/L-1 mile from the port quarter of the scip.

After it was notified by the LSO that shere was an aircraft in the water,
the carrier identified all aircraft still airborne by radio communications
and received no answer from Second Lieutenant GROHNE. At daybreak an
intensive search was began for the missing pilot and aircreft. There was no
trace found of the pilot znd of the plane, only a broken external fuel tank
and an oil slick. The search was continued for a period of approximately
eleven (11) hours to no further avail. The body of the pilot was not recover-
ed.

30. Demage to Aircraft

ADLB, BuNo 1a8938 was not recovered and is assumed to have received
strike damage. The only trece found of it was a broken extemal fuel tarnk
and an "oil slick",
31. The Investigation

The investigation of the accident revezled the following facts:

a. The pilot was on an authorized flight and was qualified to pilo¥” ) o
the aircraft at night from a carrier.

b. On October 13 and 14, Lieutenant GROHNE completed uneventful night-
flights from the carrier.

c. Lieutenant GROHNE was considered by other pilots in his squadron
to be an above average pilot. *

d. There was no evidence of any malfunctioning of the aircraft or
equipment.

e. Lieutepant GROHNE did not have any sleep for two nigbte—grior to

the accident, however, he did have approximetely eight hours sleep during B,
the day preceeding the.accident. e D

f. The apparent discrepancy between the LSO's statement of seeing an
sireraft fly into the water off the port guarter ard the fact that Lieutenant
CROHNE's flight was to rendezvous on the starboard side of the ship is account~
ed for in the ship's log showing a course change from 240°, the launch course,
to 0589 prior to the time when the aireraft was seen to fly into the water.

g. All pilots interviewed concurred thet it was 2 very dark night, no
Lorizon, with brilliant 14ghtnin;flashee in the distance. There was b broken
ceilirg at 2300-2500 feet with no moon or stars visible.

h. Seeond Lieutenant GROHNE had completed his rendezvous and opened
to the outside as briefed.

i, Radio communications were good, both plane-to-plane and plané-to- -
ship and all airborne aircraft were set up on the same UHF channeligation.

j. Second Lieutenant GROHNE effected his rendezvous on channel 7,
land-launch, primary. He then individually switched to channel 8 on the
carrier's instructions, and had good cammunications with the ship on channel -

8 prior to the accident. '

k. The witnessing LSO had two-way UHF radio communications on channgl =3

7, land-launch frequency only.
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